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 The unemployment rate in Palm Beach County was 11.4 percent in October 2009, up 3.8 percentage points from the 

October 2008 rate of 7.6 percent.  Palm Beach County’s unemployment rate was 0.2 percent higher than the state’s 
unemployment rate of 11.2 percent.  Out of a labor force of 625,551, there were 71,555 unemployed Palm Beach County 
residents. 

 In October 2009, nonagricultural employment in the West Palm Beach-Boca Raton-Boynton Beach Metropolitan Division was 
518,900, down 3.3 percent over the year.  Statewide, employment declined by 4.4 percent over the same time period.   

 West Palm Beach-Boca Raton-Boynton Beach Metropolitan Division lost 17,800 nonagricultural jobs over the year.  Job 
losses were primarily in construction (-6,500 jobs).  Other industries losing jobs included: trade, transportation, and utilities 
(-5,400 jobs); leisure and hospitality (-4,500 jobs); manufacturing (-1,700 jobs); professional and business services (-1,200 
jobs); financial activities (-1,100 jobs); and information (-200 jobs). 

 Industries that gained jobs over the year were education and health services (+1,700 jobs); government (+800 jobs), and 
other services (+300 jobs). 

 The job growth rate in education and health services (+2.1 percent); government (+1.2 percent); and other services (+1.2 
percent) exceeded the job growth rate in the state for those industry sectors. 


